
Riverside Uptown Kiwanis Quarterly Report to Supporters 
October through December 2007 

This short Quarterly report provides highlight information about activities of Riverside’s Finest Service 

Club, the Uptown Kiwanis Club.  You have supported us, and we want you to know what we are doing.  

Indeed, we would be flattered if you would consider joining us as a member in our ongoing pursuit to make this 

a better Community.  Contact us at 780-1977 if you would be interested.  Here are a few of things we have been 

doing in the Community this past Quarter: 
  ______________________________________________________________ 

Uptown Kiwanis Meets every Tuesday Noon at the Canyon Crest Coun-

try Club for Lunch and an enlightening Program about activities in our 

community.  Visitors are always welcome.   

CASINO NIGHT held in November, was a resounding success this year.  The event was held at the 

Goeske Center and was a fun filled evening netting over $20,000, with several hours of fun with play 

money, silent auctions, and raffles.  Our thanks to Uptown Kiwanisô extended family for making this 

possible.  It is one of two major fund raisers we hold during the year, and makes the numerous commu-

nity projects we undertake possible. 

THE SALVATION ARMY PRE-SCHOOL SHADE STRUCTURE that was 

purchased by Uptown Kiwanis is now up and in use by the pre-school children.  

Thanks to all of you.    The screen was dedicated Wednesday, October 24th with 

kids, Kiwanians, and Salvation Army officials all on hand for the ceremony. 

 

DICTIONARIES  were presented to over 3000 3rd 

Grade students in the Riverside Unified School District 

throughout the month of October.   Uptown members vis-

ited each of the nearly 30 Elementary Schools in the City and made presenta-

tions to the children.  What a wonderful age to receive this gift, right when 

they are beginning to learn how to use this lifelong resource.  

 

THE COMMUNITY SETTLEMENT HOUSE partnership project contin-

ues to make progress.  Uptown earmarked $10,000 for this project last quarter.  Habitat for Humanity 

volunteers are now also working together with Uptown and the Settlement House to reconstruct  an inte-

rior wall that prepares the way for the library improvements contemplated by the Uptown Kiwanis pro-

ject that will be underway soon. 

  

SIXTY “OWIE” DOLLS were completed by volunteer ñfriends of Uptownò who sew each of the small 

figures together; the dolls were then presented to area hospitals for use in helping small children de-

scribe where they were ñhurtò.  Many hundred more are under construction and will be distributed as 

needed to help Doctors and Nurses communicate with small children. Some of these dolls are being con-

structed by our new friends from the Community Settlement House.  



50 THANKSGIVING FOOD BOXES were prepared by Uptown Ki-

wanis with the help of Maxi Foods donating turkeys, and distributed to 

needy families this year.  Uptown Kiwanis has done this for a number of 

years, and worked this year with the Magnolia Elementary School, and the 

Highgrove Elementary School for selection of their neediest 25 families 

each to be the recipients. 

 

HIGHGROVE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL was the recipient of a button 

making machine, that will be used in connection with their program to have each class identify closely 

with a college, somewhere in the USA.  The students in the entire school wear their special ñcollege 

bound buttonsò and track the happenings of ñtheir collegeò throughout the year, thus gaining interest and 

excitement from a very early age about the possibility of going to college.  The novel project is said to 

substantially help the teachers promote academic excellence at every class level.  This school has made 

remarkable advances in their academic achievement scores, in spite of their preponderance of low in-

come families.      

 

UPTOWN KIWANIANS became volunteer  SALAVATION 

ARMY BELL RINGERS for two days during the Christmas Holi-

day period.  Members manned a station at the Canyon Crest Shop-

ping Center for two days, having a great time and  earning a total of 

$805 for this worthwhile community organization.   

 

TOYS FOR THE CHILDREN OF HOMELESS FAMILIES 

were taken to the Path of Life Homeless Shelter on Third Street.  

The toys were brought by each of the members attending the annual 

Uptown Christmas party at the Woodbury home in December. 

 

OUR THREE SPONSORED KEY CLUBS REMAIN ACTIVE.  Woodcrest went caroling to conva-

lescent residents in the Johnson Home up in their area; North helped out on a City project in Bordwell 

Park where they were making snow for local children to experience; and Ramona worked on the Pasa-

dena Rose Parade Floats.  Both North and Ramona helped serve dinners to Seniors at the Goeske Cen-

ter, and each were involved in baking for their fund raiser auctions at Uptown, raising $300 to $500 

each. 
 

THE SIFE TEAM FROM LA SIERRA UNIVERSITY WON THE WORLD CUP this quarter dur-

ing competition in NY with 45 teams from around the world.  This recognizes them once again as a top 

Business School in the nation.  Uptown helped sponsor this teamôs trip to the competition with a $1000 

donation.  
 

A CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR SENIOR CITIZENS typically confined 

to Convalescent Homes was sponsored again this year in December by 

Uptown Kiwanis at the Janet Goeske Center.  Residents from nearly a 

dozen convalescent homes in the City were invited.  We team up with the 

ñHappy Hookersò who present a new crocheted laptop quilt to each of the 

over 100 Seniors (many in wheel chairs) as 

they come in the door.  A delicious dinner is 

served, entertainment is provided; and Santa Clause himself showed up this 

year for the party.  Itôs a great outing for those who seldom get out of their 

Convalescent setting, and gives a wonderful time for both our members, and 

our sponsored Key Club members to mingle with these Seniors.  


